1638-39] F. DU PERON T0 JOSEPH 173

seminarist had done. A little while before my
arrival, they had baptized seventeen in different
villages. On the 4th or 5th of December, besides the
above-mentioned prisoners, four [182] others had the
same blessing of baptism ; three of these were burned
at the village of St. Michel. Our Fathers had consid-
erable trouble in baptizing them, the Hurons trying
to prevent this from being done, saying that baptism
made them happier in death. They exercise unpar-
alleled cruelties upon these captives; they cut off
their fingers, they have them walk seven times over
various glowing fires, which are lighted in the larg-
est cabin of the village, where all the inhabitants are
gathered to torment them; every one torments the
prisoner as he chooses; while he is walking over the
fires, each one has a firebrand in his hand to apply to
some part of his body. They use everything they
can think of to torture him; they heat hatchets, ar-
rows, and pothooks till they are red, which they ap-
Pply to the victim; in all these torments they exhort
him to have courage, and the victim is obliged con-
tinually to sing. Omne of these had scars upon his
hands and feet. The night having been passed in
these cruelties, they took him outside the village, to
a platform, where they bound him to a stake, and
there burned him alive by inches with their lighted
torches; if he fell into a swoon, he was restored to
consciousness by a drink. Sometimes they ferocious-
ly bit off pieces of his ears and made him eat them.
When the fire suffocated him, they put him [183] in
large kettles to cook, and then ate him.

On the 8th of December, we solemnly baptized
here five families of savages, all of different nations.
I had the consolation of saying the mass for them, of



